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ANDREWS, Ernest 

 
Lance Corporal, 8840 
3rd Battalion, Worcestershire Regiment  
serving with 3 Division Cyclist Company 
Place of Birth: Helions Bumpstead 
Date of Death: Friday, 13th November 1914 
Killed in Action 
Memorial: Menin Gate  
Theatre of War: France & Flanders 
Aged 27 years 

 
Ernest Andrews was born on the 21st November 1886, at Helions Bumpstead, the 
son of Eliza Andrews. The family was long standing in the village and Eliza was then 
living with her parents, James, an agricultural labour, and Ann, a shirt maker, at Pale 
Green. Sharing their cottage were Eliza’s three other children, Martha, Walter and 
Mary. 
 
Eliza worked as a smock maker, then jacket maker and in 1891 was a tailoress 
supporting her family of seven children, six of whom were living with her in their 
cottage on the Helions Bumpstead Road.  Her eldest, Martha, was then working in 
service in London, as Eliza may have once done, as Martha was born at Edmonton. 
 
A year later they had moved to Haverhill and living at 10 Croft Row.  By 1901 Eliza’s 
family had grown to nine children with Ernest now 15 years old and learning his 
mother’s trade working with jackets.  Eliza was housekeeper to widower Harry 
Jobson and his four children living next door.  Harry was a carter for a clothing 
manufactory, probably Gurteens, and Eliza and Ernest’s likely employers too.  Eliza 
and Harry were married in 1909. 
 
Ernest joined the army and by 1911 was serving in India, as a Lance Corporal with 
the 4th Worcestershire Regiment.  The regiment had moved there, from Malta, in 
1908 and stayed until 1912.  Ernest returned to Haverhill where he was well known 
as a boxer.  Upon the outbreak of war he was soon to re-enlist, at Haverhill, as 
Private No. 8840, in the Worcestershire Regiment. 
 
Ernest was in the 3rd Division Cycle Company and part of the British Expeditionary 

Force that sailed for France on 14th 
August 1914. They spent eight gruelling 
days, by boat, train and on foot, arriving 
in the small hours of 23rd August at their 
destination of Ciply, close to the Belgium 
city of Mons.  Almost immediately they 
were called into action in the Battle of 
Mons, the first major action of the war.   
 
 

Dawn in the trenches - Sunday August 23
rd

 1914 
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Although Ernest survived this, much fighting continued and he was killed in the 
trenches during the Battle of Ypres on 13th November 1914 just days before his 28th 
birthday. 
 
Friends told Eliza the sad news in December but it was not until January that she 
was officially told of his death. 
 
The South West Suffolk Echo of 5th December 1914 had reported that: 

 
‘A friend of Lance Corporal A.E. Andrews (8840) 3rd Division Cycle Coy., has 
received a letter from a Sergt-Major to say he was killed on the 13th November 
whilst he was in the trenches. His parents who live at 11 Croft Row, have not 
received any official information from the War Office.’ 
 

and on 30th January 1915: 
  
‘The parents of Lance Corporal E.Andrews, residing at 11 Croft Row, have received 
the following letter from the War Office: Madam, In reply to yours of the 4th January 
1915, I am commanded by the Army Council to inform you that No.8840 Lance 
Corporal E.Andrews of the Worcestershire Regiment has been reported in a casualty 
list which has now reached this office as being killed in action on the 13th November 
1914.’ 

 
Ernest is commemorated on the 
Menin Gate Memorial at Ypres.  
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The family wreath at the 
dedication of the Haverhill War 
Memorial was inscribed:  
In loving memory of L /Cpl E. 
Andrews  
from his loving sister and 
husband, 11 Croft Row. 
 

 


